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Death Decrees in the United States 
Lesson 25 

 
 

A. SYMBOLS 
 
1. Water = Inhabited area, people, nations: Rev. 17:15 (1819) 
 
2. Winds = strife, “winds of war”:  Jer. 25:31-33 (1147); 49:36, 37 (1190); 4:11-13 (1112); Zech. 11:14 (1386) 
 
3. Horns = Power, strength, king or kingdom:  Deut. 33:17 (348); Zech. 1:18, 19 (1377); Psm. 89:17, 24 (923); Dan. 

8:5, 21, 22 (1311-2) 
 
4. Image to the Beast = sign of false worship:  Dan. 3 (1300) 

 
B. New Symbols:  Rev. 13:11-17 (1814) 
 

1. Come up out of the earth = sparsely populated area 
 
2. Rises about the time the other beast is going into captivity:  Rev. 13:10, 11 (1814) 
 
3. No wind = no wars in the area 
 
4. No crowns = non aggressive, and no king 
 
5. Two horns = two strengths of this nation, civil and religious freedom 
 
6. Lamb like beast = peaceful and youthful, non aggressive in nature 
 
7. Speak like a dragon = forceful, and powerful 
 
8. Exercises all the authority of the first beast = legislating religion 

 
C. America in the past – Blue laws in Connecticut and Massachusetts 

 
D. America’s direction now 
 

1. Many Sunday laws enforced today 
 
2. Supreme Court decision on Sunday laws – October term, 1960 (8, 11, 36, 67) 
 
3. U. S. trying to legislate prayer in schools 
 
4. Moral majority trying to legislate religion 
 
5. Reagan’s statements about Supreme Court justices – Nov. 1984 Reader’s Digest 
 
6. Reagan’s appointment of an ambassador to the Vatican 
 
7. Push for a Constitutional Convention. 
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REVIEW 
 

1. List two Identifying characteristics of the second beast of Rev. 13. 
 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. According to prophecy the U.S. will lead in the enforcing of the worship of the beast and its image.  

          T  F 
 
3. According to prophecy the death decree of Rev. 13:15 will be related to Sunday worship. 
 
           T  F 
 
4. One way that it is possible to change the Constitution and the rights it guarantees, is by  
 
 Congress calling for a  ______________________________ ___________________________________. 
 
5. In order to have the meeting mentioned in question #4, how many states does it take to make  
 
 up a 2/3 vote?  __________________________________________________________________________. 
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RELIGIOUS LIBERTY OUR NATURAL RIGHT 
 

As Christian citizens we believe and accept the principles approved by the founders of the American Republic as 
enunciated in the Federal Constitution. We believe that this government was founded for civil and not religious purposes, 
having in view, however, the protection of men in their religious devotions, as stated in the first amendment to the 
Constitution, by prohibiting the enactment of laws interfering with this God-given right: 

 
That the continent of America was dedicated by God to the cause of civil and religious freedom, and to a separation 

of church and state; 
That Jesus Christ approved of such separation and the principles involved, as stated in Mt.  22:17-21, “Render 

therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s”. 
That a deceptive power in the United States will violate these principles and cause the enactment of laws forcing the 

acceptance of Sunday as the Sabbath in opposition to the Sabbath of Jehovah. Rev. 13:11-17 
That civil authority is prone to abuse its power, as history proves: 

By slaying Innocents. Mt.  2:16 
By enforcing idol worship. Dan. 3. 
By preventing the worship of God. Dan. 6. 
By killing God’s people. Esther 3:1-14; 8:7-14. 
By forbidding the preaching of the gospel:  Acts 4 and 5:17, 18. 

Sunday Legislation... 
Is unconstitutional; violating the first amendment 
Is class legislation, as Sunday observers are favored; Unites church and state; 
Favors the opinions of majorities over minorities, equal rights not being allowed under the law. 

Sunday Laws Are Contrary to the Bible 
Because man’s whole duty is to keep God’s law. Eccl. 12:13, 14 
Because God permits work on six days. Ex. 20:8-11. 
Because God protects His children from false worship. Dan. 3. 
Because they partake of the wrong spirit. Luke 9:51-56. 
Because they violate the golden rule. Mt.  7:12. 
Because the lead to violation of conscience. Isa. 1:18; Rev. 22:17; Mt. 11:28. 

Sunday Laws 
Make honest labor a crime; 
Cause courts to violate their constitutional functions in deciding religious questions; 
Make civil acts criminal; for an act that is civil on Monday is civil on Sunday; 
Measure the crime by the day on which the act is committed, not by the act itself; 
Force a man to observe a day he does not regard; 
Make Infidels better citizens In the eyes of the law than Christians who conscientiously observe another day; 
Would not permit Christ, if He were on earth, to keep the Sabbath and work six days. Luke 4:16; John 14:10; 

Heb. 13:8; 
Cause their violators to be persecuted rather than prosecuted. 
 

Blue Laws, Capital Laws of Connecticut, 1642. 
1. If any man after legal conviction shall have or worship any other God but the Lord God, he shall be put to death. 

Deut. 13:6; 17:2; Ex. 22:20. 
2. If any man or woman be a witch (that is, hath or consulteth with a familiar spirit), they shall be put to death. Ex. 

22:18; Lev. 20:27; Deut. 18:10, 11. 
3. If any person shell blaspheme the name of God, the Father, Son, or Holy Ghost, with direct, express, 

presumptuous, or high-handed blasphemy, or shall curse God In the like manner, he shall be put to death. Lev. 
24:15, 16. The True Blue Laws of Connecticut and New Haven, and the False Blue Laws, edited by J. Hammond 
Tumbull, pp. 252,  253. Hartford, Conn., American Publishing Company, 1876. 
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Blue Laws, Laws of New Haven Colony, 1648-60. 

And it is further ordered, that wheresoever the ministry of the word is established within this jurisdiction, according 
to the order of the gospel, every person according to the mind of God shall duly resort, and attend thereunto, upon the 
Lord’s day (Sunday) at least, and also upon days of public fasting, or thanksgiving, ordered to be generally kept and 
observed. An if any person within this Jurisdiction, shall without just and necessary cause, absent or withdraw from the 
same, he shall, after due means of conviction used, for every such sinful miscarriage, forfeit five shillings to the plantation, 
to be levied as other fines. - Id., p. 220. 

Whosoever shall profane the Lord’s day (Sunday), or any part of it, either by sinful servile work or by unlawful sport, 
recreation, or otherwise, whether willfully or in a careless neglect, shall be duly punished by fine, imprisonment, or 
corporally, according to the nature and measure of the sin and offence. But if the court, upon examination, by clear and 
satisfying evidence, find that the sin was proudly, presumptuously, and with a high hand committed against the known 
command and authority of the blessed God, such a person therein despising and reproaching the Lord, shall be put to 
death, that all others may fear and shun such provoking rebellious courses. Num. 15:30-36. - Id., pp. 59, 60. 

It was propounded to the court to consider whether it were not meet to make a law for restraining of persons from 
their ordinary outward employments upon any part of the Sabbath (Sunday), and the rather because some have of late 
taken to much liberty that way, and have been called to answer for it in the particular court. The court considering that it is 
their duty to do the best they can that the law of God may be strictly observed, did therefore order that whosoever shall, 
within this plantation, break the Sabbath (Sunday) by doing any of their ordinary outward occasions, from sunset to sunset, 
either upon the land or upon the water, extraordinary cases, works of mercy and necessity being excepted, he shall be 
counted an offender, and shall suffer such punishment as the particular court shall judge meet, according to the nature of 
his offence. - Id., p. 286. 

 
Blue Laws, Laws of Virginia, 1610-1611 

That no man blaspheme God’s holy name, upon pain of death; or use unlawful oaths, taking the name of God in vain, 
curse, or ban, upon pain of severe punishment for the first offence so committed, and for the second, to have- a bodkin 
thrust through his tongue; and if he continue the blaspheming of God’s holy name, for the third time so offending he shall 
be brought to a martial court, and there receive censure of death for his offence. - Id., p. 321. 

1663. If Quakers, or other Separatists whatsoever, in this colony assemble themselves together to the number of five 
or more, of the age of sixteen years or upwards, under the pretence of joining in a religious worship not authorized In 
England or this country, the parties so offending being thereof lawfully convict by verdict, confessions, or notorious 
evidence, shall for the first offence forfeit 200 lbs. of tobacco; for the second, 500 lbs. of tobacco; and for the third offence, 
the offender being convict as aforesaid shall be banished from the colony of Virginia. - Id., pp. 327,328. 

 
SUNDAY LEGISLATION HAS ALREADY BEGUN IN THIS COUNTRY. 

 
The Supreme Court of the United States, in its October term, 1960, upheld the constitutionality of Sunday legislation. 

These decisions are mailed free upon request. Write for Sunday Blue Law Decisions, October term, 1960, decisions No. 8, 
11, 36, 67.   Address your congressman or the Clerk of the Supreme Court of the United States of America, Washington, D.C. 

 


